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A. LICENCE for purchafing in Mortmain to the 
yearly value of One thoufand pounds, granted to 
the Prefident, Council, and Fellows of the Royal 
Society of London, by King George the First, 
in the year mdccxxv* 

GEORGE by the Grace of God of Great Britain France 
and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, elc^ to all to 
whomthefc prefents (hall come, greethig. Whereas 
our trufty and well beloved the Prefident Council and Fellows 
of the Royal Society of our city of London for improving natu- 
ral knowledge have by their Petition humbly reprefented unto 
"US, that our late royal predeceflbr, King Charles the Second, 
by Letters Patents % bearing date the Two« and twentieth day 
of April, in the Fifteenth year of his reign, did ordain confli- 
tute and appoint the faid Royal Society of London for improving 
natural knowledge, and did thereby grant them L/c^;?c^ topurcbafe 
in Mortmain ; that fince the grant of the faid Letters Patents, 
fcveral well-difpofed Perfons have devifed and granted to the 
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PetitiooerSj and their fucceflbrs^ divers lands and heredita- 
mentSj and given feverai fums of money to them, for the iile 
of the faid corporation ; that the Petitioners being defirous to 
inveft the fame money in the moft durable manner, for the 
improvement of the fald corporation^ have moft humbly prayed 
lis to grant to them our Royal Licence to hold and enjoy 
the lands and hereditaments, which have been devifed and 
granted to them ; to purchafe hold and enjoy to them, and 
their fucceflbrsfor ever^ for the ufe and benefit of the faid cor- 
■poration^ fuch manors lands tenements and hereditaments^ as 
they (liall think fit to purchafe, or (hall receive by w^ill, or any deed 
of conveyance, not exceeding the yearly value of One thoufand 
founds: ¥v^e are gracioufly pleafed to grant their requeft. Know 
YE therefore, that we, of our efpecial grace certain knowledge 
and meer motion, have given arid granted, and by thefe pre- 
sents for :iis our heirs and fucceflors do give and grant, unto 
the Preiident Council and Fellows of the Royal Society of our 
city of London for improving natural knowledge iaforefaid, arid 
their fucceffors, our efpecial Licence, full power^ and lawful 
and abfdlute authority, to hold and enjoy the lands and here- 
ditaments, which have been already devifed or granted to the 
^faid corporation, as afbre^id ; and alfb to purchale acquire take 
hold and receive in Mortmain., in perpetuity or otherwife, to 
or to the ufe of or In truft for them or their fiioceflbrs, for the 
jufe and benefit of the faid corporation, from any pdrfon or per- 
fons, bodies politic and cor|)o rate, their heirs and fucceflors re- 
fpedively,^ fuch manors lands tenements rents or hereditaments, 
as they (hall think fit to purchafe^ or iliali receive by writ, or 
any deed of conveyance, not exceeding the yearly value of One 
ihoufand pounds above all charges and reprizes. And we do 
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hereby alfo for us our heirs and fucceffors give and grant our 
efpecial Licence^ foil power^ and lawful and abfolute autlio- 
rity^ to any perfon or perfons^ bodies politiG or corporate, their 
heirs and fucceffors refpeftively, to grant alien fell convey and 
difpofe of in Mortmain^ in perpetuity or otherwife, to or to 
the ufe of or in truft for the Prefident Council and Fellows of 
the Royal Society of our city of London for improving natu- 
ral knowledge aforefaid, and their fucceffors, any manors lands 
tenements rents or hereditaments whatfoever^ not exceeding 
the yearly value of Onethoufand pounds. Amd lastly, we 
do hereby, for us our heirs and fucceffors, grant unto the 
Prefident Council and Fellows of the Royal Society of our city 
of London for improving natural knowledge aforefaid, and 
their fucceflors, that thefe our Letters Patents, or the Inroll- 
ment or Exemph'fication thereof, fhall be in and by all things 
good firm valid fufficient and effedual in the law, according to 
the true intent and meaning thereof; Notwithstanding 
the not rightly naming or defcribing any of the manors lands 
tenements rents or hereditaments already devifed or granted to 
the faid corporation, or to be granted devifed aliened or dif- 
pofed of in Mortmain to them, and their fucceffors, in fee or 
otherwife, as aforefaid; or any other omiffion imperfe^lion de- 
fe£t matter caufe or thing whatfoever to the contrary thereof 
in anywife notwithfianding. In witness whereof We have 
caufed thefe our Letters to be made Patents. Witness Our 
felf at Weftfninfter, the Seventeenth day of December, in 
the Eleventh year of our reign. 
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